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2016 MacArthur Fellow Josh Kun to
Explore the Musical Relationship
Between Latin America and Los Angeles
for Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA
“Musical Interventions” will feature six live musical
events, one sound installation, curated playlists, and
an edited volume from UC Press
LOS ANGELES (Aug. 8, 2017) – This fall, as part of Pacific Standard Time:
LA/LA – the Getty’s effort to unite arts institutions across Southern California in
an exploration of Latin American and Latino art in Los Angeles – cultural
historian, author, USC Annenberg professor and 2016 MacArthur Fellow Josh
Kun will pose the question, “What does the relationship between Los Angeles
and Latin America sound like?”
In his search for an answer, Kun will debut “Musical Interventions,” a multi-part
“musical exhibition” exploring the musical networks between Los Angeles and
various Latin American communities and cultures. The series will feature six live
musical events and one sound installation at venues throughout Los Angeles,
accompanied by a series of curated playlists for the PST: LA/LA website and a
new book, The Tide Was Always High: The Music of Latin America in Los
Angeles (University of California Press, Sept. 2017).
Major support for this program and publication is provided through grants from
the Getty Foundation.
“From Carmen Miranda to Chicano Batman, Juan García Esquivel to Yma
Sumac, Eddie Cano to Earth, Wind & Fire, this project listens for the musical
urbanism of Los Angeles through the ear of Latin America,” said Kun. “I

particularly wanted to highlight the role of immigrant musicians and cross-border
musical cultures throughout L.A.’s musical and urban history.”
To explore his answer, Kun assembled a research team of journalists, scholars,
and musicians to begin thinking through the long history of Latin America’s
relationship to the music and sounds of Los Angeles. The team included
journalist Betto Arcos, musician and scholar Martha Gonzalez, photographer and
filmmaker Brian Cross, and scholars Carol A. Hess, John Koegel, and Cindy
García. “Musical Interventions” builds upon Kun’s 2011 GRAMMY Museum
exhibition curated for the first installment of Pacific Standard Time. Entitled
“Trouble in Paradise: Music and Los Angeles, 1945-1975,” the exhibition
explored multiple post-WWII histories of civic unrest and social change through
musical movements that reverberated across the city.
Live “Musical Interventions” events will include:
SONORAMA! Latin America in Hollywood
The Getty Center
September 23, 2017
This outdoor dance concert will feature an electronic big band led by Mexico
City’s Mexican Institute of Sound, with Sergio Mendoza (Orkestra Mendoza) and
a crew of top local musicians helmed by percussionist Alberto López. They will
interpret music written in, and for, Hollywood by the likes of Juan García
Esquivel, Lalo Schifrin, Johnny Richards, Ary Barroso, and Maria Grever.
Produced in partnership with the Getty.
Voice of the Xtabay: A Tribute to Yma Sumac
Hammer Museum
October 7, 2017
A genre-bending roster of Los Angeles Latinx vocalists and musicians reimagine
the songs of multi-octave Peruvian singer and Capitol Records recording star
Yma Sumac. Inspired by the Hammer exhibition Radical Women: Latin American
Art 1960-1985, the evening features Empress Of, Nite Jewel, Maria Elena Altany,
Ceci Bastida, Dorian Wood, Carmina Escobar, and Francisca Valenzuela.
Produced in partnership with the Hammer Museum.
Playing with Fires: Chicano Batman Plays Carlos Almaraz
LACMA
October 18, 2017
Celebrated Los Angeles band Chicano Batman will perform new music inspired
by LACMA’s exhibition Playing with Fire: Paintings by Carlos Almaraz.
Performance will take place in the exhibition gallery. Produced in partnership with
LACMA.
Tonight at the Palace!: A Variedades Tribute
Palace Theater

Produced in partnership with USC’s Visions & Voices
October 26, 2017
Inspired by classic Spanish-language variety shows held at downtown movie
palaces such as the Million Dollar and the Palace, this imaginative evening
features live music, dance, comedy and a screening of restored Spanish
language Laurel and Hardy films. Hosted by Mexico City performer and writer
Amandititita, the evening includes the Versa-Style Dance Company and music
from La Familia Gonzalez de Los Angeles, and an all-star jam session with
Abraham Laboriel, Paulinho Da Costa, Alex Acuña, and Justo Almario.
Guillermo Galindo’s Human Nature: A Cyber-Totemic Sonic Codex
The Huntington
Installation: Erburu Gallery 13, September 16, 2017 to January 9, 2018
Live Performance: Brody Botanical Center, Saturday, November 4, 2017
The Huntington’s exhibition “Visual Voyages” will be complemented by an
experimental sound installation and a one night only live performance, both by
composer, musician, and artist Guillermo Galindo.
That Bad Donato: The L.A. Brazil Connection
Royce Hall, UCLA
Produced in partnership with Center for the Art of Performance at UCLA
December 2, 2017
This special evening revisits the 1970 album by legendary Brazilian pianist,
producer and arranger João Donato, A Bad Donato (recorded in L.A.), and other
moments of “Brazil-in-L.A”. musical creativity. Inspired by the Fowler Museum at
UCLA exhibition Axé Bahia: The Power of Art in an Afro-Brazilian Metropolis, the
concert features performances by João Donato backed by Bixiga 70, and Bahiaraised Mateus Aleluia with L.A.-based Brazilian singer Thalma de Freitas.
About the book:
The Tide Was Always High gathers together essays, interviews, and analysis
from leading academics, artists, journalists, and iconic Latin American musicians
to explore the vibrant connections between Los Angeles and Latin America.
Published in conjunction with PST: LA/LA, the book shows how Latin American
musicians and music have helped shape the city’s culture—from Hollywood film
sets to recording studios, from vaudeville theaters to Sunset Strip nightclubs, and
from Carmen Miranda to Pérez Prado and Juan García Esquivel.
About the playlists:
Throughout the fall, a series of six original musical playlists created by Kun will
be uploaded to the PST: LA/LA website.

For further details about “Musical Interventions,” The Tide Was Always High, and
Kun’s work, please visit tidewasalwayshigh.com. Complete ticketing details
coming soon.
###
Josh Kun is a 2016 MacArthur Fellow and the winner of a Berlin Prize and an American Book
Award. He is an author and editor of numerous books on popular music, the cultural histories of
Los Angeles, and the US-Mexico border, including two acclaimed books with the Los Angeles
Pubic Library: Songs in the Key of Los Angeles and To Live and Dine in L.A.. His journalism and
essays have appeared in The New Yorker, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and many
others. As an artist and curator, he has worked with the California African American Museum,
SFMOMA, The Autry Museum, ICA/LA, Museum of Latin American Art, and others.
In the fall of 2017, in addition to his edited volume The Tide Was Always High: The Music of Latin
America in Los Angeles (UC Press), he will publish Double Vision: The Photography of George
Rodriguez (Hat & Beard). He will also launch “Hit Parade,” his multi-modal public art project as
part of the “Public Knowledge” collaboration between SFMOMA and the San Francisco Public
Library. Combining public history, curated live performances, original music production, and
archival research, “Hit Parade” uses musical memory to explore the politics of gentrification in
San Francisco. For more information, visit joshkun.com or follow Kun on Twitter or Instagram.
Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA is a far reaching and ambitious exploration of Latin American and
Latino art in dialogue with Los Angeles. Supported by grants from the Getty Foundation, Pacific
Standard Time: LA/LA takes place from September 2017 through January 2018 at more than 70
cultural institutions across Southern California, from Los Angeles to Palm Springs, and from San
Diego to Santa Barbara. Pacific Standard Time is an initiative of the Getty. The presenting
sponsor is Bank of America.

University of California Press is one of the most forward-thinking scholarly publishers in the
nation. For more than 100 years, it has championed work that influences public discourse and
challenges the status quo in multiple fields of study. At a time of dramatic change for publishing
and scholarship, we collaborate with scholars, librarians, authors, and students to stay ahead of
today’s knowledge demands and shape the future of publishing. For more information, visit
ucpress.edu.
Located in Los Angeles at the University of Southern California, the Annenberg School for
Communication and Journalism is a national leader in education and scholarship in the fields
of communication, journalism, public diplomacy and public relations. With an enrollment of more
than 2,200 students, USC Annenberg offers doctoral, master's and bachelor's degree programs,
as well as continuing development programs for working professionals across a broad scope of
academic inquiry. The school's comprehensive curriculum emphasizes the core skills of
leadership, innovation, service and entrepreneurship and draws upon the resources of a
networked university located in the media capital of the world.

